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“When | came to the school, it was amazing. | learnt that | can be better than | am through the help of
others. It’s the chance of my life. | would love to say a big thank you for your help. | am very grateful.”

Rita, 24



Thank you for generously raising money for WONDER Foundation, and for supporting young women in
Nigeria who have been affected by severe flooding. Your donations, totaling £2,145, have been directed
toward tuition fees for disadvantaged students, offering them a chance to pursue their ambitions, and
secure a brighter future for themselves and their families.

We are pleased to share testimonies from the students that your support has directly impacted. We
hope you enjoy reading about the positive impact that you have had on their lives, particularly in light of
the floods.

Context

In late 2022, Nigeria experienced its worst floods in a decade, with 665 deaths and 2.8 million displaced.
Even before the floods, girls and young women in Anambra state had less access to education than boys.
After the disaster, their responsibilities grew, especially in securing clean water and food for their
families, putting them at greater risk of illness due to contaminated water and limited healthcare access.
Many families remain in overcrowded camps, and girls' education is now uncertain as family savings
have been wiped out. Young women are increasingly vulnerable to exploitation and trafficking.

At present, many communities are still struggling with displacement, food insecurity, and disease
outbreaks triggered by the floods, especially in areas along major rivers and floodplains that were
hardest hit. Relief efforts are ongoing, but recovery has been slow, and many affected regions remain
vulnerable to future flooding due to inadequate infrastructure and disaster preparedness, aggravated
with the ongoing inflation and economic crisis which has made it hard for families to recover
economically.

In the face of this, vocational training is one of the most secure routes into good work for young women,
and therefore one of the best ways for them to become economically stable and resilient to future
crises.

Photograph from Rita showing the extent of the flooding in her town



Your Scholars’ Stories
Nwufo, 26

“The flood affected my family that meant they had to constantly move and look for a place to stay. It
damaged our property, put our lives at risk, and made us fearful as we didn't know what would happen
next.

“My dreams have always been to go to school to pursue a hospitality career, but there were no available
funds to cater for my tuition fees. This scholarship means | can to out my dream course at Wavecrest
College of Hospitality.

“I'love using the school library in my school. | see the library as my second home. There are also many
people at the school who inspire me. One of my teachers is always eager to hear your issues and offer
solutions to you. She also has fantastic listening skills which motivated me to listen more to people. She
made me to feel very comfortable when | was new to the school. One of my fellow students, Feyi, is one
that | look up to. Her curiosity in learning new things is quite amazing. Her intelligence made me to
believe in myself too and also work towards graduating with distinctions.

“I wish to work in one of the biggest brands of hotel chains like Marriott or Accor group. | also plan to
establish my own restaurant when | graduate. Already my studies have enabled me to teach most of the
European dishes | learnt from my school to my family and friends.

“I will never stop appreciating my scholarship funders for my whole life. The fact | was sponsored in
school by people, | will also sponsor people in school in the future.”

Collet, 25

“My dream was to be a business owner, but low finance was making it difficult to achieve but | believe
God always answers prayers. The floods really affected me and my family. Me and my grandma are very
close, she used to send me money from her farm work. She lost a lot of her land and crops in the flood,
which affected me because at that point | was out of money. | also send money to my siblings, so they
were also affected.

“I' have learnt so many skills. I’'m now practicing them not just in school, but everywhere | find myself. In
my studies, I've learnt strong work ethic and accountability and also creativity skills.

“What | am proud of learning in Wavecrest is how to be greater in life. My dreams haven't changed
since | started studying here. My mentor has helped me to address the challenges I've faced. | look up to
her so much because she never gives up on whatever she does.

“Before, | came to Lagos, | had a small business doing a to-order catering service. I’'m planning to start it
here and assist myself and my siblings. My teacher has helped me so much. My plan was to have an
internship at a hotel but | was given a placement instead in a cake shop. | took the opportunity with
advice from my teacher to make the most of it. Now | have learnt how to make many cakes which | can
add into my business.



“I would like to say a big thank you on behalf of my family | pray that God’s grace and blessings will
always find you.”

Joy, 17

“The flood affected my grandmother’s farm and washed away a lot of her crops, which affected our
family prospects and my career. Wavecrest has taught me to help people when I can. | help a lot of my
course mates to study after school. Some skills I've learnt in school that | am currently using are
academic writing and ethics. My mentor has also helped me to construct my CV. Being at this school has
given me a lot. | am still in touch with my mentor, and she has helped me to understand that
communication is the key to a better relationship. The mode that you communicate with people in can
affect their life positively or negatively.

“My dream for the future is to own my own restaurant where | can also train interns and hire girls in
need.

“I would like to say a very big thank you, God bless you and may the students who you have sponsored
grow.”

Chinaza, 25

“When | graduated from high school, | fell in love with this beautiful hospitality work and wanted to
further my education into the hospitality industry. | have always wanted to be a professional chef but
due to lack of financial support, it hasn't been easy. But | will never give up on my dreams.

“Ogbaru, where I'm from, is a rural area best known for farming and fishing along the River Niger. The
flood destroyed a lot of properties and farm products, rendered my family homeless for some time till
the water dried up, they were sleeping at the local government headquarters, as the water didn't get

there, they were unable to send me money due to the flood.

“I've gained so many practical skills since starting my studies. In laundry, I've learned everything from
collecting and sorting linens by color to washing, drying, ironing, and returning clothes to the residents.
In the servery, | make sure everything is neatly organized, wash items from least to most dirty, and
prepare the dining area. In the kitchen, | handle special diets, follow recipes, maintain hygiene, and work
efficiently with my team. | also manage shopping, inventory, and keep wastage to a minimum.

“During holiday periods when | go home, | usually like to help the people around my area, especially the
young school leavers and secondary school girls. | usually teach them how to make puff puff, doughnut,
buns, peanut burgers, chin chin etc, so they can be self-employed.



“My dreams haven't changed, rather they’ve become clearer than before. Before | wanted to be a chef,
but I've come to realise that there are different types of Chefs in the culinary world. So, | want to
specialise in food production, cooking both local and continental dishes, salads, soups, sauces etc.

“My tutor has been my source of inspiration, | so much admire her attention to details, her contagious
smile, and composure. While completing my course, I'm most proud of making different dishes for
everyone. As we sit in the dining room eating with the others | so much like the look on their faces
because | can tell they were enjoying their meals. Sometimes they even try to find out who prepared the
dishes because they were very tasty and delicious.

“I love learning new things, new ways of doing different things, new recipes. I'd like to work in a 4 star
hotel, in big hotels with 4 star rating, as it's usually a big team, with lots of departments.

“Honestly, | am really grateful for this opportunity, | bless the name of the Lord for making this possible
for me, tears are surrounding my eyes as | type this, | wasn't expecting this miracle! Thank you so much
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for this opportunity. | pray it reaches other girls like me as wel

Thank you

Thank you for kindly supporting these students and WONDER Foundation. We know that educational
opportunities are limited for young women in Nigeria, but with your support these young women are
overcoming these barriers, and pursuing their ambitions.

Please get in touch should you wish any further information regarding this report, or WONDER’s work.

Contact details

Olivia Darby
Chief Programmes Officer, WONDER Foundation
olivia@wonderfoundation.org.uk



